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Lenny Raney: One To Watch For Years To Come 
  

(article is from the news section)
10/26/2003 - By MARTHA L. KIMBALL 
Lenny Raney brings to mind a phrase from a '60s song lyric: ''Something in the way (he) moves.'' Lenny has the ''It'' factor - the natural quality that can't be taught. And, oh, by the way, the boy can jump. 
On Friday, Raney, 16, won the North Atlantic Novice Men's title in spite of a mid-program stab of pain from his sprained Achilles tendon. Then he walked around the arena all day sporting his gold medal and a grin. 

Raney lives in Montebello, Rockland County, representing the Skating Club of New York, and trains at Sport-O-Rama in Monsey under coaches Peter Burrows and MaryLynn Gelderman. 

''I started when I was nine. There is no story. No family member skated before me. I just decided to go skating. I didn't really like it at first. Too cold, too slippery. I wanted to go out and play basketball with the guys. And soccer and baseball. But I kept with it.'' 

Fortunately ''the guys'' were understanding. 

''My friends were always supportive. But they didn't really understand it until they saw me skate.'' 

Raney recounts his progression up the ladder. 

''Five years ago I was Juvenile, which is the lowest level you can compete in (at qualifying events). I got second there, went to Junior Nationals, didn't really do anything, didn't make it to the final round. And then I moved up a level, to Intermediate, and I made it to Junior Nationals again - and to final rounds. I've been Novice for three years now. I've gotten better every year, and my placements have gone up every year, but it's still tough.'' 

Asked what it will take to win Nationals in the Novice division, Raney opines, ''Four or five clean, consistent triples and two double Axels.'' 

On the subject of triple Axels, once the final frontier before quads came along, Raney says, ''I have been trying them, and I have successfully done one in competition - but I stepped out of it. It was a pretty good attempt. The only other person who's been able to do them at the Novice level is another skater from my rink, David Weintraub. He's not here. He got a bye to the next competition because he was over competing in Slovenia last week.'' 

Jamestown skater Robb Dierking, past Juvenile, Intermediate and Novice U.S. champion, has been one of Raney's friendly competitors. 

''Way back in Juvenile and Intermediate, we used to compete against each other. We haven't lately because he's moved up (to Juniors and then was injured). Great guy. I love being around him. I just wish he were closer so we could hang out more. He just got his cast off today, so he starts skating in a week or so.'' 

Regardless of this season's results, Raney will follow Dierking into the Junior ranks next season. 

''Even with the injury, I feel that I do have the jumps, or will definitely by next season, to be competitive in Junior level. Right now I took out the jumps. For Mid-Atlantics, which I did two weeks ago at Chelsea Piers in Manhattan, I had seven triples. That's a non-qualifying competition, but it's one of the biggest on the East Coast.'' 

Raney, who has the sensibilities to appreciate his good fortune, benefits from his proximity to the Ice Theatre of New York, based at Chelsea Piers. 

''One of the choreographers last season for Ice Theatre, Doug Webster, actually choreographed a little Ice Theatre number for my rink. I've always had connections with (the company). Also, one of the principal skaters, Kathryn Healy, is Peter Burrows' wife. She skates at my rink, and the company practices at my rink.'' 

Raney, an obviously bright young man, keeps very busy. 

''I don't really have a lot of time this time of the year. Right now I'm doing an early admissions program at my community college to finish up high school. With that and skating, there's not much time, but I love soccer. I love playing the piano, reading, going to the mall with friends, just normal things.'' 

''I only have to take three classes, because I finished up most of my high school credits already. I'm done at around 10 o'clock every day, so I can go to the rink and skate for three hours. 

Raney, who was home-tutored from grade eight through grade eleven in order to fit both schooling and skating into his schedule, finds the community college accepting of his needs. 

''I guess it helps that I'm a good student there. I have to be. They don't really care about the students who don't really care about themselves. I try to do my best, and the teachers are very understanding. 

Asked if there was anything else that he wanted to mention, Raney cheerfully offered the following: ''I've just enjoyed Jamestown. The hotels are nice. The rink is gorgeous. I like the area.'' 

Well said, Lenny. We hope that you come back to visit. 
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